HOME   FROM   THE   SLOW   TRIP TO   TOWN

In Salvador the inevitable Central American ox-cart looks a little like a small, crude

Conestoga wagon.   The sides are built up with poles and a cowhide is spread over the

top, as we see in the cart at the left.    These villagers are mestizos of the cattle district,

which daily sends plenty of meat to the capital, San Salvador.

or adobe brightly painted. They have
red tiled roofs and patios full of beautiful
flowering shrubs. The city is not only
attractive, but has a cultured, cosmo-
politan up-to-date life. It is situated on
the lower slopes of the mountain range,
with volcanoes all about.

The whole mountainous little country
reflects the energetic spirit of the capital.
Salvador has had its revolutions, and its
finances are none too stable, but now al-
most every square inch of good ground
is cultivated. The peasants bring produce
to town in 'ox-carts covered with hides.
Coffee is the great crop, constituting
over four-fifths of the exports. Other
products are sugar, cacao and cotton. The

government experiments with crops and
cattle-breeding, builds roads, encourages
the development of mining, and looks
carefully after public health.

Nicaragua is less fortunate. It has
been incessantly troubled by revolutions
ever since becoming independent of Spain.
The government finally grew so chaotic
that foreign intervention was provoked;
Great Britian twice intervened, and since
1912, a force of United States marines
has very often been present. Once
Nicaragua succeeds in establishing a
strong government, it will be able to de-
velop its resources. At present, half the
country is jungle land, especially along the
Caribbean shore and the Honduran bor-
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